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Presbytery; who would drawn 
the ignorant ⁊calous Profeſſor, = 
and pour burning Coals on the 
1 ukewarm Laodicean Temper. N 


nor an Admirer of High Flown 


| Flevimus, & Grmrrus tuttantia verba repreſſit." „ | 
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A True Blue PRES BYTERIAN; ee. 


I may, perhaps, be expected, that! 
= LI. | ſhould ſay ſomething by Way of 
Preface, for the Publication of this 
“Performance. I cannot pretend, 
with many, the Importunity of 
a * Friends, nor the Excellence and 
great Worth of the Piece itſelf. I believe the beſt 


Chriſtianity is one of the greateſt Bleſſings that e- 
ver was beſtowed on Men, and would-undoubredly 
make a happy Alteration to the betrer, bath. upan 
particular Perſons, and Societies, were the Doc- 


* > 
* 
* we 
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trines, contain d in it, ſincerely believed, and the 
Duties, enjoined by it, heartily practiſed. This would 


exalt the Underſtandings of Men, reſine their Tem- 
per, and regulate their Conduct. It would make 


0 particular Perſons eaſy to themſelves, and advanta- 
geous to Society, leflen many of their Troubles and 


rrows here, and fit them for being entirely eaſy and 
happy hereafter. Yer, notwithſtanding all this, 


Men may abuſe their own Mercies, and make that 


very Thing, which ought to be an Inſtrument of 
Peace and Harmony, and a Source of the greateſt Bloſ- 
ſings to Men, become an Inſtrument of Bitterneſs, 
Wrath, and Contention ; eſpecially when it is ma- 
naged by Men whoſe Spirits are ſtrongly influenced 


by a bilous and acrimonious Humour, Were we 
to look at the preſent Face of our Church, we might 
ſoon be convinced, that a great deal of this malig- 


nant Humour has prevailed among many, and ſtill 


continues to ſpread its poiſonous Influence. Many 


Pieces have been publiſhed, to ſet Matters in a clear 
Light, and remove Miſtakes ; but when neither ſtrict 
nor looſe Reaſoning, neither gentle nor rough Treat- 
ment, Repreſentations, nor Cries, will da; what is 


then to be done, but to. weep or groan? And ſure 


there is much Ground for groaning in our Day. 
That I may purſue this Subject with ſomg Diſ- 


| tinctneſs, I ſhall, 


1. Shew what a Groan is. 
2. Notice ſome Occaſions of groaning in our Day. 
3. Offer ſome Thoughts which may prevent the 
like melarcholy Temper for the Time to come. 
1ſt. Lam to ſhew what a Groan is. This, in ge- 
neral, I apprehend, to be a heavy and melancholy 
Sound, taking its Riſe from the Heart and Lungs, 


making its Way along the Wind-Pipe; and at laſt 


expand- 
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expanding itſelf in the open Air, and dying away 


with its Sound diminiſhed. | 


This I take to be the general Notion of 2-Groan ; / 


and there is nb particular Sort, but what is contain- 
ed in it, or may be eaſily reduced to it. There are 
3 great many Sorts of groazing, which I ſhall' nor 
pretend to enumerate. I ſhall only notice two; a 
religious, and an affected Groan. 1 

A religious Groan is ſuch a mournful Sound? as 


comes from a deeply affected Heart, ſtruck with a 


juſt Senſe of a Man's guilty Nature and actual Miſ- 
carriages; or flowing from a Compaſſion on our 
Fellow-Creatures, or arifing ffom a View of their 
Follies, irregular Practices, and diſtracted Manage- 
ment, tending to the Diſhonour of GOD, their 


own Hurt, aud the Diſquiet of Society. And fure, 


were all theſe Cauſes of groanſg fully 5 
and put in a due Light, they would furniſh us with 
abundant Matter of Sorrow and Grief. For what 
can be more apt to raiſe a Groan from the Bottom of 
our Hearts, than a View ot the Corruption of our 
Natures, and of many of our Practices, as hav» 
ing ſtampt upon them all the Lineaments of Igno- 
miny, Contempt, and Diſgrace. And will nog a 
View of the Miſeries of our Fellow-Creatures, force 
a Sigh from a generous and compaſſionate Breaſt ? 


And ſure a Review of the Weakneſs, Scupidity, Er 


ror, Stiffneſs, and Obſtinacy of many, is apt to 
produce the ſame Effect: But now I am to conſider 


an affected Groan. N 


Tnis has all the Features of a real and religious 
one; but its Parts are not ſo fine and delicate, nor 


its Cauſes ſo regular and uniform. The afßfecled Groan 
is loud, and viſibly comes from a whole Heart, and 
Þ accompanied with an artificial turning up of the 


White 


„ X38 | | | 
White of the Eye, and diſtorting of the Muſcles of the 
Face. It obliges the Perſon, when he ſpeaks, to make 
his Chops go like a Pair of Nut-Crackers; or, at 
leaſt, to ſpeak rotundo ore; tis frequently attended 
with a wagging of the Head, like the Pendulum of 
a Clock; ſometimes with a Beating of the Breaſt ; 
with an oh! oh! and a dextrous Motion of the 
Hands. It proceeds from a Deſire of being thought 


ſerious and devout, for a Shew' and Appearance, 
without a Subſtance. Hence, for the moſt | Part, it 

ubliſhes itſelf in publick Aſſemblies, with great i ? 
Vigour and Noiſe ; but is perfectly calm and ſilent 4 
in private. The Reaſon — this is, it meets with : 


no Commendation alone, but only in the Company 
of others. And then it may be ſaid, as is well ob- 
ſerved in Mr. Ralph Erskine's Riddles, 1 


CC 
I am not what I ſeem to be; IM ly 
My Life is all a Myſtery. | pi 85 


But now I come, adh. to notice the Cauſes of 4 


groaning in our Day. And here I ſhall not touch all 
thoſe which eyery one may ſee with an Eye half open; E. 
ſuch as, that the moſt Part of Men have a very 72 


ſound and orthodox Profeſſion, but à very unſound and 
guilty Life and Converſation ; or that Men ſeem till to 
retain the Principles of our reformed Presbyterian Hz 
Church; but are guilty of great Defe&ions from 
that Purity and Holineſs of Life which was once 
its Glory and Ornament. This, I am ſure, makes 
as diſmal-an Appearance, asa Body would do, which 
is beautiful and tair withour, but within is full of per- 
nicious and mortal Diſcaſes. This Conſideration, how- 
ever weighty it is, and deſerves the pious Care, and 
reaſonable Zeal of every good Man to prevent its 
N . __ Spread; 


Spread ; * I ſhall *. "MY 1150 only notice theſe 
Cauſes of groaning, which are not commonly obſerv- 
ed; or which, in Practice, meet with an eaſy Ap- 
probation. And theſe are to be found either among 
the People, or among the Paſtors. *Y 

Firſt, Among the People there are to be found 
Cauſes of groaning; ſuch as, 1ff. The different Way 
and Manner in which they receive the Word preach- 
ed by different Men. There is nothing more com- 
mon, than to ſee many Hearers entertain the beſt 

Things, that can be (aid by ſome Men, with a care- 
leſs, negligent, and indifferent Air: 
with a dull and ſleepy Appearance; or with Ridi- 
cule, and diſdainful Contempt; when, in the mean 
Time, the Preacher introduces himſelf to his Diſ- 
courſe handſomely, ſpeaks to his Subject pertinent- 
ly, and inforces what he ſays with Strength ofScrip- 
ture and Argument: But if another ſets up in his 
Stead, who has the Fortune to be in their good 
Graces, and to paſs for their Favorite, how will 
they ſtir their Feathers, with Pleaſure prick: up their 
Ears, put themſelves in a hearing Poſture, and gape 
at every Word that is uttered, as if their Darling 
ſpoke by Inſpiration ; much in the ſame Manner 
as I have ſeen a numerous Crowd gaping at the 
Harangue of a Quack Doctor, ready to fwallow 
down his fuſted Medicines, and purging Pills, when, 
in the mean Time, they would deſpiſe a knowing 
Phyſician, preſcribing proper Remedies in a ratio- 
al Manner, according to the Nature of the Diſeaſe? 
\nd is not ſuch a Sight as this ſufficient to make 
one figh and groan ? Bs 

2dly, The abſurd Reaſons, for which the People 
prefer one before another, are Cauſes of groaning. 
ind theſe commonly are, a ſtrong: Brain, a lively 
| | | Steerags 
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Steerage, or ſome Quaintneſs in the- Face, and Pe- 
— in their Mags Matter, or Method. 
If. Some People prefer one befote anothet, becauſe 
ol their ſtrong Brain, that is, the Strength of their 
Lungs, and the Thundering of their Voice. They 
are apt to imagine, that a Man's Parts, and Skill in 
Divinity, reach as far beyond others, as the Sound 


ol his Voice can go; never remembring that good 


Things may be found in the ſtill and ſmall Voice, 

tile it is ſufficiently audible, as well as in the furious 
and raging Tempeſt. Tis true, indeed, a right 
Cadence, and a raiſing and tuning of the Voice on 
proper Occaſions, is a great Embelliſhment to 4 
Diſcourſe. But this is not the Thing that is tak- 
ing: Tis a raiſing and ſtraining of the Voice, in 

ol. Purpoſe; and out of Purpoſe: Tis a ſqueaking 
, ſometimes like a broken Bag-Pipe, which is ap- 
plauded ; or a broken tremulous Voice, like that of 
an impottunate Hlue-Gown begging an Alms ; 
that's looked upon as the joytul Sound; never re- 
membring that a Man may lift up his Voice like a 
Trumpet, and yet be a 7 Cymbal, and 4 
ſounding Braſs. All may be Words and Wind, 
with a ſtrong Report, ab anteriori, but little elſe. 
And ſure it would raiſe a Groan to ſee People catch- 
ing at the Wind. 33 
 2dly. A good Steerage is another Reaſon of Peo- 
ple's Preference. By this I mean all theſe Pulpit- 
Feats of Activity, performed by the Preacher, when 
he declaims in the Chair of Verity; ſuch as, vio- 
lent Contortions of the Face, contracting of its 
Muſcles; a turning of the Mouth to one Side, like 

a Jockeys Horn; a quick twinkling Motion of the 
Eyes; a ſtretching ont af the Atms, and ſhaking 
prettily with the „as if they were © 3 pars 
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tick Fir; @ raifog'and* finking the Uke 1 
ter; or a turning Eleyerly from Right to Left, 
1d about as does bee Cc. Theſe, and rhe like 
ings; are look d upon; by ſome; as Marks of ant 
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ll in ive and pithy Preacher, a driving the Nail to 
Benn eech irupot Folks, 

z00d Ihen 4 Man; who has a decent Motion, and 4 

ICE, ve Geſture in his Delivery, is looked upon as 2 


10uS ry and lifeleſs Performer. w, when this paſſes. 
ight er a Teſt of a Man's Worth, is it not ſufficient to, 
e on aiſe a Groan? 1 71165 1 e 4 | _ 1 2 
e 4 BY 24h; Another Cauſg of the. Papli , giving thb 
tak- preference, is ſome Quaintneſs in the Preachers 
„ i hraſes, Matter, or Method; ſuch as, when they 
king vould tell us, that ſome Men corrupt ſound Doc- - 
2p” Wrine, and mix their own Errors with it, the Phraſe 
at of Bl. That they ſpoil the Bairns Meat, and 'throw Poi- 
ms , among the Porridge, into the Pot. When they would 
* rer tpre(s the great Bleflings our Saviour will beſtow 
ike a pon the hungry Soul, they II tell their Hearere, 
od a. eil Pot is on, and they I get all their C gi led. 
Vind, hen exhorting People to flec to the Blood of ſprink- 
elſe. ng, for the Pardon of Sin, they enhort People ro 
itch- Da — of Chriſt's Blood to the Sore ; to ſuck the - 
„ f. of the Promiſes; and t tale Infefrment of Chriſt's 
beo- gh. When (peaking of good- Men's lying by 
ulpit- Faith, they i defire the Believer to live upon his 
when Nreinture. When awaking the. Attention of their 
140” cærers, the Phraſc is, O! Hearties, Hearties, hear mmm . 
f its, &c. Theſe, and the like Phraſes,” ate taking 
„like irh ſome People ; but I cannot be anſwerablefor 
f the heir conveying true and ſblid Notions of Religion to 
aking Weir Minds. They may pervert the Uanderſtand- 
pare g and ſpoil the 3 with ſuch a 9 
ytic 2 Or - . ELIAS. OO 1 
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lings of GOD are without Repentance; and i 
tained the Goſpel according to GOD's own Call. 


dittional Promiſes; ſince the 2 Paul, who was 
0 


vhen he can, by a reſolute Perſuaſion, believe that 


— - 


1 

as to make People reliſh nothing but Coals and 
Chalk, ſince they debaſe Religion, and beget low ane 
indiſtin& Notions in the Minds of Men. 

\ 2dly; The conſtant Matter of ſome Mens Diſcourk 
is very taking with many; eſpecially when the 
talk of nothing but rich Mercy, free Grace, and the 
abſolute Promiſes ; and Men's believing theſe, are 
theirs at the rights; and then aſſuring People, that 
if they can only perſuade themſelves, that all the 
Promiſes are theirs, they are then in a fafe Conditi 
on. But how abſurd this is will appear to an 
thinking Man; for the Scripture aſſures us, that it 
is they only who have believed, who have a Right 
to the Promiſes. Hence, if a Man is to perſuade 
himſelf, at the firſt Inſtance, that the Promiſes are 
his, he is to perſuade himſelf of a Falſhood; and 
if the Exhortations of ſuch Men, . perſuading Peo- 
ple that the. Promiſes are theirs,” depend on this, 

that the abſolute Promiſe belongs to all the Hears} 
ers of the Goſpel, then all the Hearers © 
the Goſpel muſt be ſaved; for the Gifts and Cal- 


theſe belong not to all, then all are not bound to 
believe this, till they are aſſured they have enter- 


And it is very abſurd for Men to pretend, that an 
awakened Sinner can have no Comfort from the con- 


as good a Divine as the beſt of them, ſeemed to be 
of another Mind, As xvii. 31. And if this were 
true, that all the Promiſes belonged td a Perſon, 


they do ſo, then Mr, Erkine's Riddle would be uo 


Oy 
A finful, yet I have uo Sin 
All ſpotted, and yet wholly clean. But 


3 
ut if the Matter of the Preacher's Diſcourſe ſhould 
a continued Invective againſt the Adminiſtration 
nd' M ent either in Church or State, and a 
dading of them with ſly Calumnies and indirect 
eproaches, or open and barefac'd ones, this will 

moſt — — and tickling to a great many. To 
ar that -thoſe- who move in ſuperior Spheres are 
ackſliders, guilty of dreadful Defections, and no- 
drious Encroachments upon the Rights and Liber- 
es of the People; tho' the Accuſation ſhould- be 
ver ſo unjuſt, yet will it be received with a ſacred 
eneration, as a Thing that has ſtampt upon it all 
e Characters of Honeſty, Truth and Plain-Deal- 
g. And would not this make any one Groan, when 
eople imagine themſelves pious and good, wiſe and 
arned, high and honourable, 'only becaufe ſome 
dul-mouth'd Perſons have Braſs enough to ſtroke 
eir Sides; and condemn others every Way their Su- 
riors; and yet never reflecting that ſuch Perſons 
kdeavour- to give them bad Impreffions of their 
:trers, that they may ride and ſpur them them 
Ives. 


id to 3dly. The Method which ſome Men uſe, procures 
nter: em the Preference; for tho” ſuch a Perſon ſhould 
dt introduce himſelf naturally to his Text, nor con- 


der the genuine Meaning of it, as it ſtands con- 
Qed, nor ſpeak to the ſeveral Branches of it perti- 
ntly, nor urge all upon his Hearers with ſuitable 
WW otives and Arguments; yet, if he follows à confu- 
and rambling Method of his own, and wraps np 
Whings in the Clouds; if he ſhould uſe hard Phraſes 
Bd metaphyſical Diſtinctions, which he does not 
e no Frhaps well underſtand himſelf ; or low and flat Si- 
ö ilies, or uſe a Jingle of high ſounding Words, 
. - Without a diſtinct Order; or if he ſhould wave Me- 
But k thod 


"IE Les 
. thod altogether, and tell his 1 that he'll on- 


-paſs for a Man of Learning. Now, would it not 


ly propoſe a Caſe, anſwet a Queſtion, ſolve a Point, 
and ſpeak a Word or two; this would be commen- 
ded as admirable Acuteneſs of Mind. And the more 
abſtruſe and dark the Preacher is, the more does he 


raiſe q Groan, to ſee Confuſion preferred to Order, 


and Darkneſs to Light? 


But now, laſtly, The Pretence ſome People make 
Uſe of, for leaving one and going to another, is a 
Cauſe of Groaning; and that is, That they are not 
edified. And it muſt certainly be owned the Ground 
of their Proceeding would be very juſt, had they a 
right Notipn affix d to the Word edified : For by 
this cannot be meant, that tis impoſſible for them 


to underſtand the great. Matters of Religion, or to 


ſee themſelves, their Saviour and their Duty, in a 
clearer Light than formerly ; or that they could nor, 
by the Means they had, conceive a greater Averſion 
to Sin, and a more ſteady Liking to Holineſs. Ma- 
ny Men, who are deſpiſed and contemned, might 
be inſtrumental, by the Grace of GOD, in produ- 
cing thoſe happy Effects, were not the Minds of 
Hearers prepoſſeſſed by Prejudice, and carried away 
with ſinful Paſſion and Reſentment. The Want of 
Edification with ſome, is the Want of ſomething 
which might tickle itching Ears, gratify a corrupt 
Taſte, and pleaſe a vicious Appetite. But ſure, with 
as much Reaſon might a Man complain, that he is 


not fed, becauſe he gets ſpbſtantial Food, proper to 
.nourjſh and build him pp, and is not indulged with 
Juleps and Diet- Drinks, which are only fit for thoſe 
Whoſe Taſte is already out of Order. And is not 


this a juſt Cauſe of Groaning ? Such and the like are 
the Occaſions of Groaning among the People. v | 


«<6. At a. 


rr 


rn e ee . e #4 BM. 


OS : 

But I notice, 2dly. That there are likewiſe Oc: 
iſions for this among the Paſtors. - And theſe are 
either in their Pulpit-Appearances, in their Judica- 
cative Capacities, or in their Underband-Deal- 
ings. | | 
1 7) In their Pulpit-Appearances. Now, tho 
ſome of thoſe Things I mentioned under the former 
Head, might juſtly come under this Claſs, yet I ſhall 
only notice, that the Text they chuſe, theſe Things 
they inſiſt moſt upon, and the Streſs they lay upon 
them, are Cauſes of Groaning. | 

1/2. I ſay, The Texts they chuſe are a Cauſe of 
Groaning. Not that I imagine, that any Text of 
Scripture, in itſelf conſidered, can occaſion this; 
but only, when ſuch a Choice diſcovers Want of 
Judgment, a roving Imagination, and a wild fanci- 
ful Head, ſuch as, when a Perſon raiſes a Doctrine 
from, and builds a large Diſcourſe upon a Text, 
which jt will by no Means bear as it ſtands con- 
need, and then begins to prove his Doctrine, and 
enlarge upon it; this is to make the Text a meer 
Sign, or an ill choſen Frontiſpiece to the Diſcourſe. 
It would be much better to chuſe no Text at all, 
than thus to pervert it. I heard of one who once 
made a large Diſcourſe on 1 Kings vi. 36. In the 
fourth Tear was the Foundation of the Lord's Houſe 
laid, in the Month Zif. And. from this he ſhewed, 
that Chriſt was the Foundation of all to his People; 
that all the Veſſels of the Sanctuary referred to him; 
and that all the Keys were hanged on his Belt, I 
heard of- another, who, in order to ſhew that the 
Lord will deſtroy vain Thoughts, vain Notions, vain 
Practices, &c. till he came to ſeven, choſe this for 
his Text, The Lord will deſtroy the ſeven Nations of 
Canaan before yow., Now, when a Man has — 

a cœa⁊ 


own Fancy, if it could ſpeak, it might ſay with Mr, 


Erskine, in his Riddles, 


What once I was, I am no more, 
Ner ftil the ſame I was beſore. 


: But, 2dly: The Matter which ſome Men inſiſt 


moſt upon, is a juſt Cauſe Groaning. If a Man 


ſhould conſtantly declaim upon the Righteouſneſs of 
our Saviour, Faith in him, and the Promiſes, and 
never ſhew what Returns of Gratitude and Thank- 
fulneſs Men are bound to give to their heavenly Fa» 
ther and bleſſed Redeemer, by endeavouring to walk 


even as he alſo walked, and labouring after an Imi- 
ration of him in his bleſſed and holy — this 


would be very far wrong, on the one Hand. And 


jf any one ſhould make Morality the conſtant Sub- 


ject of his Diſcourſe, and declaim meerly, like a So- 
crates or a Plato, preſſing the ſocial Duties upon his 
Hearers, only from natural Arguments and derives, 
and never make Uſe of the more forcible ones of the 
Gvſpel, nor lead Men to Chriſt the Foundation of 
all, and the Head of ſaving Influences; ſuch an one 


would be as far wrong, on the other Hand, Bur 


if a Man, neglecting both the one and the other of 
theſe, ſhould ſpend moſt of his Time in Matters of 
doubtful Diſputation, and boldly aſſert theſe Things 
to be certain and undoubted Truths, of which good 
and great Men have very much doubted, and which 


Men pghaps as good and great as themſelves have | 
flatly denied; this would make one groan at the Self- 


Conceit, Pride and Confidence of ſuch Men; and 
much more ' hateful muſt their Practice be, when 
they make their Audience Judges of theſe — 
9 ad bout 


[4 J 
teaz'd and tortur'd his Text, and — it to his 


2 
ſ 
- 
t 
v 
t 
4 
I 
I, 
v 
r. 
| 
P 
{; 
0 
0 
A 
0 
* 
i 
( 
V 


SS 

about which they have been put to a Stand then 
ſelves, when preſt-with Arguments on the other Side. 
They - invert the 'Apoſtle's Practice; for they feed 
their People with ſtrong. Meat, and not with Milk, 
when they are not able to beat it. But perhaps they 
think the People will ſay to them, Am not I your 
Aſs, on which you have ridden theſe many Tears? 

3dh. The Streſs ſome Men lay on theſe Things is 
Matter of Groaning. How common is it for ſome 
Mea to entertain their. Audience with theſe Things 
which are Matter of Fire and Flame, which exaſpe- 
rate and inflame their Spirits, inſtead of theſe which 
ſhould elevate the Minds of Men, ſweeten their Tem- 
pers, and reſine and better their Lives and Conyer- 
ſations. And yet this has been the Entertainment 
of great. Audiences, upon the moſt ſolemn Occaſi- 
ons. And for theſe they will contend as warmly 
and bitterly as for the moſt momentuous Articles of 
our Faith. As if Chriſtianity had appeared in the 
World, not to bring Peace among Men, but a Sword; 
in the literal Senſe. And as it it were a Mark of 
Chriſt's Diſciples, not to love, but to bite and de- 


vour one another. 


* * 


Hir ile lacryma ! + 


Now, if moſt People's Minds ſhquld be entirely tur- 
ned away.from.a Goſpel Temper, by ſuch Means; 
may not this occaſion a Groan ? | oe | 
2dly. I ſaid, Miniſters gave Occaſion of Groaning 
Win their Judicative Capacities. In this Capacity four 
Things are Matter of Groaning, Cowardice, Diſho- 
neſty, Partiality N 
1. Cowardice. By this I mean Want of Courage 
to act according to the naked v — 
„ inds. 


PY op PA 3 
Minds: A great many are under the ManMement 
of this poor ſpirited and daſtardly Maſter : For how 
frequently may we ſee ſome, who, when they have 
been brought down by Dint of Argument, with» 
out being able to reply, ſtand like a Sign-Poſt ; or, 
if they have offered at ſpeaking, have they not wea- 
gled hither and thither like a ſnot Crow, without 
hitting at any certain Thing: And yet have we not 
ſeen the ſame Men vote for the Thing they could 
not maintain. What was the Ground of this Ma- 
nagement? Thus they reaſoned with themſelves, 
© Tea, vote for an ungrateful Truth; ſtand up for a 
Hing ſo unpopular ; run againſt the Stream; and put 
© my Head in a Flame; and be pointed out by ſome Folk 
© in all their Diſcourſes ; and be out of the good Graces 
© of many who look d upon me as a right Man. Nay, 
© nay, that will not make my Pot play, nor increaſe my 
© Grace-Marks; and therefore, let him chuſe lean Truth 
© who pleaſes, I'm for fat Falſhood.” But they never 
mind, that quick-fighted People fee them playing 
keek bo, and nive, nive, nick nack : But perhaps they 
think they can ſay, as in the Riddles, 


My Head is loft, and yet is uin; 
I'm fatherleſs, yet want not Kin. 


2dly. Diſhoneſty and AﬀeRation. By this they 
point one Way and ſteer another. They deal much 
in Crambe. They ſeem fond of ſtroaking the Head 
of a Cauſe, when they deſpiſe it in Heart. They 
are ſure to expreſs themſelves in general Terms; 
which cannot eaſily be taken Hold of. Such as, in 
the Election of Miniſters, they'll boldly advance, 


* 


that Chriſt has left a Right in his Legacy, to the the 
People to elect their own Miniſters; but they do = 
8 I | - | not 
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ot tell what , they. head b the People, whether 
hey mean, all the Hearets tn engen e 
Heads of Families, or the Communicants* only; 
his they induſtriouſly wave, that they may curry 
Favour with. all. Abd ſhould- they fix on any one of 
heſe, as pointed out by the Legacy, they know it 
rould be attended with inſuperable Difficulties; 
he Diſhoneſty of others appears, in their endea- 
vouring to amuſe both Sides, and in giving ſeeming 


hus dextrouſly played their Game with both Hands, 
they are apt to ſay, with the celebrated Author I 
have cited once and again, | 


__ here, and yet I am elſrnibere, 
And yet I'm neither here nor there. 


3dly. Partiality is another Cauſe of groaning ; and 
perhaps neither Side can be exempred from this 
Fault. The Crow imagines her own Bird whiteſt; 
and both Parties are apt to look upon thoſe who 
favour their diſtinguifhing Sentiments as the moſt 
worthy of Encouragement ; and won't ſtand much 
to ſtrain a Point of Juſtice, and by overſtretching 
the Matter, even contrary to their avowed Princi- 
ples, ſerve the Intereſt of their Man, when his Turn 
comes in their Caſt. Now, when Men of ſacred 
Characters are guilty of ach bare-fac'd Partiality, 
what a Blemiſh does it throw upon their Profeffion ? 
Their Conduct, in this Caſe, verifies the common 
Maxim, Shew me the Man, and I'll bew you the 
Law. They who applaud the Chriſtian People's 
Conſent in ſome Caſts, in others will deſpiſe it, as 
the Conſent. of Chriſtian. Raſcals ; and, in other Caſcs, 
they who are keen to have Settlements go on accore 
ding to a Majority of legal Votes, can break through 
| YI ne 


Hopes and Promiſes to both; and when they have. 
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theſe, if they ſuſpe& the Candidate of Marrow, tho 
they are not ſure on't. Now, does not ſuch Ma- 
nagement as this expoſe theſe who ſhould be Men of 
Candour, Uprightneſs and Integrity, as the moſt 
deſigning, artful and partial Men in the World? 
Hence, ſays Mr. Erskine, 35 


I break my Bonds at every Shock, 
And yet the Bargain can't be broke. 


But, 475. Cruelty in Judicatories is a Cauſe of 
groaning. It has been objected in many Caſes, 
that Eccleſiaſtical Courts are more ſevere and cruel 
than any other. I ſhall only give one Inſtance of 
their Cruelty, and that is, that theſe Courts are tur- 
ned ſo batbarous, as to embrue their Hands in the 
Blood of their own. Offspring. They had a hope- 
ful Boy, whom they called Thirty Two, he had not 
lived long to play many Pranks, and yet he was ac- 
cuſed, as a very miſchievous, ill natur'd Smakie, 
upon which our Aſſembly ſtrangled him with their 
own Hands ; becauſe the Bairns of the Family could 
get no Peace for him, The Ground of the Quar- 
rel was, becauſe rhey were the Mother of the Boy 
themſelves; for they once adopted a Boy called 
Ninety, with whom they lived peaceably and quiet- 
ly a long Time, tho' he was as like Thirty Two, as 
one Egg is like another. But well might Thirty 
Two ſay, 5 


My Kindred are not of one Mind, 
I cruel Parents have and kind. 


But now I noticed, 5h That the Paſtors give 
Occaſion to groaning in their private and under-hand 
Dealings. I believe the thinking Part of our Coun- 
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ret Management, and that they endeavour to carry 
heir Point by a great many hidden and unſeen 
Springs ; much like the Mole, who works power- 
ully under Ground, when,ſhe cannot ſtand the o- 


uch a bright and dazzling Light as that of the 
Sun. So many, who dare not do Things opeuly, 
ompaſs their Buſineſs, by Ways and Means, pri- 
ately and in Corners. Not that I'm againſt a Mi- 
iſter's giving a fair and juſt Character of a Perſon 
ecommended ro a Pariſh, if he deſerves it ; or his 
doing all he can to promote his Intereſt, if he is a 
Perſon of Merit. The Fault here is, their raiſing 


he a Hue and Cry, either themſclves, or by their E- 
the {> iflaries, * others equally well accompliſhed - 
ve- Pd every Way as deſerving as the Man they are 


for, if not more ſo, ſo as to tear their Character, and 
ruin their Reputaticn to the utmoſt of their Power. 
And this may be done without a dire& Accuſation 
of the Perſons they are againſt, It may be done in 
dumb Language ; for if their Advice and Opinion 
is ſought about them, they'll ſhrug up their Shoul- 
oy ers, lift up their Hands, or turn up their Eye, and 
J claw their Heads, as if ſomething had bit them; 


thing to ſay, but they have heard Stories of him. 
Thus the Clergy give the heavy Stroke, in buoying 
op the People, and then they raiſe the loud Cry. 
And at Bottom all this is done from a ſecret Fear, 
leaſt ſuch Perſons ſhould out- ſnine them, have a 
greater Eſteem, and be more valued, by * 
Perſons, than they are themſelves. But ſure a goo 
Man ſhould be very well pleaſed to ſee others ex- 
cel in every bright and ſhining Ornament, and to 
ſee them capable, by the Grace of GOD, to pro- 
| 8 C 2 | more 
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men are not Strangers to their indirect and ſe- 


pen Light. Her low Eyes are too weak to endure 


and, with a Wave of their Hand, tell they have no- 
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gome now, 300. To offer ſome Thoughts to pre- 
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mote hits Glory; and e Goal Souls, tho they 


thenifelves ſhould decreaſe. Their private Manage- 
ment is likewiſe very odd, in Caſe of their own 
Ttanſportation. Inſtances can be given of their 
alluring their People, privately, of their Reſolution to 
live and die with them; and of their contradict- 
ing this when the Caſe came to a Deciſion. 1 
heard of one, who had given Aſſurances of this 
Kind to his People, and when the Day came that 


- the Presbytery were to determine the Caſe, having 
asked his Opinion, he told them, he had been ful- 


ly reſolved to ſtay with his People till laſt Night, 
when, praying for Direction, a Beam of Light dar- 
ted in upon his Soul, with the Viſion of the Man 
of Macedonia, ſaying, Come over and help us. But 
an honeſt Man ſaid, That if the Man of Macedo- 
nia, had called him over to a Pariſh with 500 


Merks, the Light had not been ſo ſtrong ; ſince 


70 Guineas ſhine brighter than the Half ot them; 
and the Light being leſs, he would not ſo ſoon have 
obeyed the Call. The private Aſſurances Mini- 
ſters ſome Times give, contradict their publick 

anagement, which was very notorious in the 


Caſe of a Highland Gentleman, who had an Afﬀair 


before the Presbytery, and had got a Promiſe from 
every particular Member, privately, to favour his 
Side; but when it came to a Deciſion, he was 
called in, ard told that the Aﬀair was determined 
by the Presbytery againſt him; upon which, he 
twitted them ſeverely thus, Fat a Man is that ye call 


the Presbytery ? I kenna fa's that ye ca the Presbyte- 


ry; for, 1 am ſure, ¶ ſee na a Meſs. John, nor a Meſs. 

avid bere, but I had his Promiſe. If 1 had ken't fat 
a Man be is ye ca the Presbytery, I would ha ſpoke to 
him too. So much for the Cauſes of groaning. 1 


yent 
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vent the like melancholy Temper for the Time to 
come, and theſe I mult offer, Firſt, To the People. 
2dly. To the Paſtors. . 
I. To the People, who I hope will take what I 
ſay in good Part, ſince I only aim at their Good 
and Advantage. | | 
Firſt, Then, I ſincerely wiſh they would endea- 
vour to attain' and fix in their Minds. clear and di- 
ſtint Notions of the common Principles of Re- 
Jigion, ſuch as may truly affect their Hearts, and 
better their Lives; and if ever they expect to attain 
this, ſo as to reap a laſting Benefit and Advantage, 
they muſt learn to read their Bibles with Diſtinct- 
neſs, ſober Thought and Attention, and wait 
humbly for that Afiſtance from above, which a- 
lone can make them underſtand what they read. 
And, for their Help in this Matter, they ſhould 
_ ſuch Books as are of approven Plainneſs, 
undneſs and Piety ; ſuch as the Confeſſion of Faith, 
the Weſtminſter Catechiſm, ſhorter and larger, Guth- 
rie's Trial, and many others well worth the read- 
ing. And for'a Perſon to pretend to judge, in 
knotty and ſubril Controverſies, when he has a 
ſcanty Knowledge of Things which ſhould be firſt 
known, looks as abſurd, as if one ſhould prerend 
ro judge in the higheſt Parts of the moſt difficult 
Science, when he knows not the firſt Principles of 
It. | . 

_ 2dly. I would have them endeavour to practiſe, 
honeſtly and ſincerely, what they know clearly and 
certainly; ſuch as, thoſe Duties they owe to God, 
themſelves and their Fellow- Creatures, and this 
from a Principle of Faith, and Dependence on 
their Saviour. For if they know theſe Things, the 
are only happy when they do them. In vain would 
a Man pretend to know God, when he wy" 
| loves 


# 
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loves nor worſhips him; or his Saviour, when he 


neither believes in him, nor depends upon him. 
And in vain does a Man pretend to know and 


love the bright and ſhining Duries of Chriſtiani- 
ty, when he deſpiſes and contradicts them in the 
whole Courſe of his Life. As well might a Man 
pretend to a Skill to ſteer a Ship to any Port of 
Chriſtendom, and yet err and bungle in every Expe- 
riment he makes. | , 

3dh. I could heartily wiſh, that People would 
beware of Pride, Self-conceit, and a vain Opinion 


of themſelves; and labour more to have a humble 
Temper of Mind, Modeſty and Diſcretion. Theſe 
are of great Price, and very apt to gain upon Men, 


when Pride, Conceit and Haughtineſs, expoſe any 
one to Ridicule and Contempt. It would be ve- 
ry grating and uneaſy to a Father, or-Mother, to 
hear a Child of their own, who had no Experience 
of Affairs, widely cenſure their Management, and 
treat their Conduct with the greateſt Diſreſpe& and 


Contempt, nay, with very diſagreeable and wound- 


ing Language. Every one will ſce, at firſt Sight, 
how far ſuch a Child is in the Wrong, and what 
he deſerves. | 0 
 4thly. 1 would have the People beware of an im- 
plicite Faith; I mean, I would not have them be- 
lieve Things upon Truſt, or receive them as certain 
and undoubted Truths, becauſe they are entertained 
by this or the other Man, in whoſe Favour they are 
pot up We muſt call no Man, Father, upon 


arth, in this Senſe, and you know all Proteſtants: 


condemn thoſe of the Popiſh Perſuaſion for this 
Kind of Faith; and yet I am afraid too much 
of it prevails among us. For is it not very com- 
mon for many to ſwallow down, very glibly, every 


Thing that ſome Men ſay, if it ſhould be never ſo 


abſurd 


5 4-23 | | 
abſurd or weakly ſupported, Ad this they believe . 
only on the Speaker's Authority. On the other 
Hand, they'll ſcarce vouchſafe a Hearing ro what 
is ſaid by another of whom they have received a 
bad Impreſſion, tho* what he ſays ſhould be ſup- 
ported with never ſo much Strength of Reaſon and 
Argument. This is implicite Faith with a Wit- 
pe- ncfs, and believing Things to be true, meetly be- 
1d cauſe we wiſh them to be ſo; and if they are mi- 
| ſtaken, are nor they blindly and fatally miſled ? 
eV 5thly. I would have People aware of wandering 
if and dividing, and of ſaying, upon frivolous Preten- 
"© ces, 1 am of Paul, and 7 of Apollos. The poli- 
* tick Maxim experienced Enemies go upon, is, Di- 
vide, and then command. Never can we play a 
8. better Game for our Enemies, than to divide and 
hr ſplit among ourſelves. And never was any Church: 
_ or Conſtiturion brought ro Ruin, but by ſome a- 
4 WJ org themſelves, who, either from a weak or wic- 

1 ked Deſign, have given the moſt deadly Blow. A 
Stroke delign'd againſt a Man from without, may 
> be parry'd off; but an Impoſtume in the Head, is 
it ſure to ſtrike him dead. Sure, then, People ſhould 
be wiſe, and not do that fooliſhly with their own 
Hands, which their very worſt Enemies would 
heartily have them to do. : | 
6thly. T would have People to beware of Stiffneſs, 
Obſtinacy, and the Spirit of Oppoſition. Does it not 
betray great Weakneſs, and a great Degree of Fol- 
ly, to ſtand up/keenly and warmly againſt an un- 
exceptionable and well accompliſhed Man, meerly 
becauſe he happens to be the Choice of ſome. one 
or more of a ſuperior Rank. This is a Sign of a 
very perverſe and humorſom Temper, not to be for 
a Man whom they would otherwiſe think well of, 


did not a Gentleman eſteem him as well as they. 
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God y Prayer, when Controverſies are on Foot, 


diſcreetly, that they may come to ſome Underſtand- 
ſhould not aſſume an Air of Authority, but appear 


in this, that they may not fall under the es | 
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Phyſician, becauſe he is employed by Fer- 
in a Station of Life above them. 


I would have People betake themſelves to 


which are a little above their Reach, and which 
require more Learning than they are Maſters of to 
judge in the Caſe. They may indeed modeſtly 
couſult their Guides, and propoſe their Difficulties 


ing of the Affair. But where the learnedeſt differ, they 


modeſt in their Behaviour; and, in private, pray to 
God to eſtabliſh the Peace of Zion, and in his 


good Time to bring Light out of Darkneſs. So _- 
much for the People. | DE ng 8 
I come now to offer ſome Thoughts to the Pa- W 7” 
ors. TAE | 
_ Firſt, I would have them endeavour to ſtore their 4 
Minds, with a great deal of ſubſtantial and uſeful WM *©* 
Knowledge, and labour to excel in theſe Things Ml 
which properly belong to their Character. Their tt 
Reach, in Matters within the Compaſs of their WW 
Calling, ought certainly to go beyond that of their C 
Audience. It becomes them to have clear Notices, W 
and diſtin& Apprehenſions of the beſt and moſt uſe - of 
ful Things; and they ſhould ſhew themſelves an 
Workmen that need not be aſhamed ; when their ay 
Heads are ſtored, and their Hearts ſenſibly affec- or 
ted with the great and important Matters of Chri- 
ſtianity, which tend to make themſelves and their to 
Hearers wiſer and better. It is ſurely a ſorry Com- in 
mendation, to have it ſaid, That they are good at 50 
every Thing but their own Profeſſion. Therefore di 
they ſhould exert themſelves to the utmoſt to excel hi 


A 
88 
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ind Ridieule of theit Hearers. Fygr why, tis att 
-xcecding martifying Sight to ſee a Man teaching o- 
thers, who is extreamly Hide- bound and conſtipate 
himſelf; who miſtakes his Text, and wanders from 
his Subject, as far as from Dan to Beer-ſbeba; or ſay 
ſuch weak and ridiculous Things as expoſes the ſacred 
Character, and brings the Station he is in under 


wy Contempt. Sure, then, they ſhould endeavour to be 
ies like Scribes fitted for the Kingdom of Heaven, able 
id. Miro bring out of their Treaſures Things new and 
ey old, to the Glory of God, and the Good of Men. 


2dly. J would have them to make the main Drift 
of their Diſcourſes tend to give Men a right Senſe 
of God, and his Perfe&ions npon their Minds, to 
bring them'to a firm and ſteady Perſuaſion of Chri- 
ſtianity, upon juſt and ſolid Grounds, and conſe- 
quently to endeavour to bring them to a ſincere De- 
fire of entertaining their Saviour as their Refuge 
and only Hope ; to bring them to a ſincere Repen- 
rance for the Corruptions of their Natures, and the 
many Miſcarriages of their Lives; to excite them 
2” Wo every good Word and Work, which may adorn 
their holy Profeſſion, ſuch as Humility, Patience, 


ir Meckneſs, Temperance, brotherly Kindneſs and 
5 Charity. Theſe Things may have a low Sound in 
. ſome Men's Ears, bur ſure the Goſpel makes them 
x of great Weight, and of a mighty Signification ; 
f and will any Man dare to account theſe Things ſmall, 
3 which their Saviour and his Apoſtles counted 
; great ? 3 2 | 
A | 3aly. I would have them reſolve with themſelves 
4 to ſay nothing in publick, but what they approve 
T in their own Minds, upon good Grounds, 1n pri- 
it vate. For how can a Man be anſwerable to God, 
1 or himſelf, in demanding a Belief of Things from 


his Hearers, when he doubts of them very much 
4 | D in 


gacy, has left the People a Right to vote for their 


| lently call thoſe Intruders, who have had as good a 


thoſe they approve of, muſt not this look ridicul- 
to ſee a bold Reproacher, build his own Reputa- 


Spirit, in Imitation of the great Founder of our 


| beloved, ut fulſom, Brats of their own Brain; nay, 


 tave@ Rattle when he ſhould mind his Book. 


1 
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his own 3 For Example, if a Miniſtet 
ould perſuade his People, that Chriſt, in his Le- 


own Miniſters, when he cannot point out any one 
Text to. favour and ſupport ſuch a Sentiment; or, 
it he ſhould rake a Cauſe to be juſt and true upon 
Truſt, when it is really bad, aud then ſhould ex- 
hort his People to Faſting and Prayer for its Suc- 
ceſs, or to Thankſgiving if it hath taken Place; 
or, if any one ſhould charge the Bulk of his Bre- 
thren, as guilty of Errors and Defections, and inſo- 


Call as themſelves, nay, perhaps much better than 


ouſly infolent and fooliſh ro every Man who thinks 
ſoberly? Can there be a more odious Thing, than 


tion upon the Intamy and Ruin of every one elſe d 
 4thly. I would have them to be of a peaceable 


Faith, whom they ought to reſemble. Much un- 
like this. Temper are thoſe Men, who, like the Sa- 
lamauder, love to live always in the Fire, and are 
never pleaſed, unleſs every Thing be ſhaped ac- 
cording to their own Fancy ; nor evcr contented, 
unleſs every one bow the. Knee to them, and the 


are ſp ſtiff and obſtinate, that they won't join with 
the reſt of their Brethren better than themſelves, 
unleſs they get them rebuked at the Bar, becauſe 
they did Things according to the genuine Dictates 
of their oc. Minds, and the eſtabliſhed Laws of th 
the Society, and not according to their Freak and With 
Humour, This is like the mad Fir of a Boy, Ic. 
wha reſolves to make away himſelf, becauſe he cant do 


5thly, 1 
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iſter Ml - 5ebly. I would have dend af ; forbearing Spirit, 
Le- that is, I would not have them load the Names 
heir Ml and Characters of thoſe who differ from them in 
one Come paritcular Things, and cry out againſt them as 
or, il the vorſt of Men; as Men who dare not ſtand the 
pon Touch-Stone, and are not acquainted with. the 
ex- Maſon-Hord, when perhaps their Principles are ſoun- 
uc- Wl der, and much more agreeable ro the Practice of the 
ce; ¶ Church, in her beſt Periods, than their own. Little 
;re- ¶ do ſuch Men think what a mean Opinion every ju- 
Io» {MW dicious Man has of ſuch Bilingsgate, miſmannerly 


d a {Wand unmerciful Treatment of good Men from the 
"an Wl Chair of Verity, when 'cis made a publick Stage for 
-ul- WCalumny, Satyr and Reproach: And if what they 
nks ¶ fay were never ſo true, little do they remember, that 
han tis reaſonable to think, that twenty Errors of the 
ta- Underſtanding, when in ſome Meaſure invincible, 
ſe d will meet with an eaſier Pardon, from a merciful 
ble WGOD, than one notorious Error df the Converſa- 
our tion, againſt our Light, And yet how eaſily do we 
un- Wind many paſs the laſt, when they are implacable 
Sa- againſt the firſt, | | „ 

are 6thly. I would have Paſtors to be firm, ſteady and 
ac- Wconltant in maintaining the plain and avowed Prin- 
d, eiples of our Church, and endeavour to get above 
he mean and a daſtardly Spirit, which hinders them to 
ay, Iſpeak as they think, and makes them ſneakingly 
ith Neloſe their Mouth upon the Truth, as ſoon as it 
es, Nendeavours to get out; and all this, leaſt they ſhould 
uſe {Whole their Popularity, and ride with a thin Backing 


in all their publick Appearances, They imagine, 
that if they ſhould let the Mare's Halter ſlip out of 
their Hand, that ſhe'll turn fo skittiſh, as that they 
mall never be able to mount her again. But they. 
ont remember, that the Mare thinks, Time about 
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_-7thly. When. they, come to eſtabliſh any new Law, 


among thoſe, v 


©, gurdiſtraced and divided Church. 
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fair Play; and thas, as they hate widder herr. 
ny a Day, fo ſhe expects to ride them in her 


5 
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for the Good of Society, I would have them diveſt 
themſelves of Paſſion, . Prejudice, a View to private 
Intereſt, or a Regard to the unreaſonable Clamours 


of thoughtteſs Perſons. | I would have them 1 | 


Hands upon their Hearts, and reſolve, that as they 
muſt be anſwerahle to a Witneſs within their own 
Breaſt, and to One who is infinitely greater than 
their own Hearts, ſo they would liſten, with calm 
and unprejudiced Attention, to what may be ſaid 
for or againſt the Thing they have in View: ;- and 


that they will not be for the eſtabliſhing of any Act 


or Rule, but what they are convinced, in their on 


Minds, is reaſonable, juſt and good; and that they 
Will be ſo far from cry ing, a Vte, a Vote, Moderator, 
Then they 


den they find Arguments too ſtiff and hard for 
them, that 251 had rather quit their Reputation 
| o don't go deep into Matters, but 
look ſuperficially at them, than be for the enacting 
2 any Thing which contradicts their own good 
„ 
Theſe are the Thoughts I had to offer ; and could 
Men be prevailed upon to comply with them, they 


might poſſibly be a happy Means a make an a 
able Alteration in the Face of Alan ; and at laſt, by 


the Grace of GO, reſtore Peace and Harmony ta 


. quid noviſti reſtius iftis 
.  Caudidus imperti, fi non his untere metcum. 
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